
5th June 2006 

On the move at last?... 

Dear Friends 
We have news of a possible change of location for 
the Greggs but it isn’t at all what we expected and 
may come as a surprise to you too.  

Last month Chris went to the Mercy Ships Interna-
tional Operations Centre and was asked if he would 
take over the position of the ‘Chief Information Offi-
cer’ for the whole of Mercy Ships. This means he 
would be responsible for all the IT and satellite 
communications for Mercy Ships, the offices, ships 
and  clinics, and have a staff of 30 people in the 
various countries where Mercy Ships has a base. 
This is a great opportunity and just the challenge 
that he feels ready for, having nearly finished a 
masters in business management.  
One rather large hurdle though. Instead of being in 
Africa, the job involves re-locating to ...Texas. 
When we joined the Anastasis as long term crew 6 
years ago we were attracted by the chance for both 
of us to use our skills in a practical way amongst 
the poor. During our time on board we really appre-
ciated being in Africa and Vicki in particular felt a 
strong affinity for the people she worked with. Mov-
ing to the Africa Mercy in Newcastle definitely felt 
right too, although we never imagined we would be 
shore-based in the North East of England for so 
long! Working in Texas has never been something 
we have considered so it came as quite a shock to 
be presented with this as an option.  
This is a difficult decision for us to make. It involves 
a whole change in mindset for us from working on 
the frontline to serving in a support capacity in an 
office. Vicki in particular is feeling unsettled that she 
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will not be in Africa and able to use her medical and 
teaching skills there. However, it is perhaps a sensi-
ble time to do something like this, with 2 small chil-
dren to care for Vicki can’t contribute as much as 
she’d like to the ship ministry and being on a ship in 
Africa isn’t always the easiest place to be for small 
children. We have also sensed from the beginning 
that this is where God is leading us. We may need 
to put aside our dreams of working in Africa for a 
while and embrace something new! If all goes 
ahead for Texas, we will probably be leaving here in 
October. 
As for the Africa Mercy, progress is being made and 
following a mammoth clean up for the commission-
ing service in April, it looks almost habitable! The 
reception desk that Chris designed is now in place 
in the foyer and most of the cabins and the hospital 
are complete. The sea trials are looming but there 
are still some safety issues to be addressed plus 
the installation of the air conditioning units which 
could still be time consuming. However, the out-
reach in Ghana is going ahead. A decision was 
made to use the Anastasis, which was due to be 
retired, in Ghana for one last assignment before the 
Africa Mercy can take over. Obviously the Anasta-
sis being a smaller ship can only do a ‘scaled down’ 
version of the planned activities for the Africa Mercy 
but it will still have a significant impact on the lives 
of so many in Ghana. Vicki will go and help for a 
week or so with the set-up and ‘screening’ of pa-
tients for surgery. 
Thanks for your continued support for us and come 
and see us before we leave here!  

Love Vicki and Chris xx 
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Finally, at the end of July I will be 
working for a week as a leader at 
NE1, a local event for young 
people in the North East. This is 
an urban outreach involving 
thousands of young people seek-
ing to live out their faith to reach 
difficult neighbourhoods in practi-
cal ways like cleaning up run 
down areas, running children’s 
holiday clubs and sports camps. 

During the rest of the time I will 
be enjoying spending time with 
Stefan and Rebekah in the 
Northern sunshine (I hope!) and 
making preparations to pack up 
our home here ready for what-
ever is next…! 

We would love to hear from you! 

Tel: 0191 483 4277 

29 Elmfield Road, Hebburn 

South Tyneside, NE31 2DY 

email: chris@greggs.orgvicki@greggs.org 

After a long, cold winter in the 
North East, summer is coming 
with many excitements. 

Firstly, we had a business trip to 
East Texas to the Mercy Ships 
International Office. This was an 
opportunity to meet with some of 
the Mercy Ships staff and visit the 
centre of operations, plus see 
some of the surrounding area and 
taste what life is like for a family 
with small children in the local 
town of Van. 

Secondly, I have the wonderful 
opportunity of a trip to Tema, 
Ghana. It has been 3 years since 
I last set foot in Africa and I can’t 
wait to get back. I think it will be a 
bit of an emotional time, living 

 Rebekah the Geordie turns 2! 

Our little girl has officially reached 
‘the terrible twos (although we 
suspect they have been festering 
for a good few months now). Ab-
solutely adorable in a mischie-
vous way and with plenty of atti-
tude at times! Beka brings lots of 
smiles to our family. Following in 
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Vicki’s Summer! and working on the Anastasis, 
our previous home, soon to be 
de-commissioned. 

Once more I will have the chance 
to ‘screen’ prospective patients 
for surgery and be involved in the 
set up of the hospital on the ship 
to help so many who have had 
tragic injuries, long term disability 
or deformity. Screening is not an 
easy task but it is such a privilege 
to be involved. 
I am also making plans to meet 
Enyonam, a Ghanaian girl who 
we have sponsored for some 
years through World Vision. I 
can’t wait to finally meet her and 
her family and to see the World 
Vision Project first hand. I’m very 
excited to be going but sad to 
leave the children (and Chris!) 
behind! 

Thank you to all our sponsors to continue to 
support and make our work with Mercy Ships 
possible. If you would like to know more 
about sponsoring Chris and Vicki, or would 
like to review your current donation, please 
contact us for a leaflet or you can use our 
website…   www.greggs.org/support 

www.ne1online.org www.worldvision.org.uk 

For more information, visit the websites… 

her brother’s footsteps, she has 
‘advanced vocal skills’ according 
to the health visitor and loves to 
sing and dance. For her birthday 
she had a little bird party at 
home with 6 friends and a hobby 
horse as her present which she 
loves. Rebekah adores wearing 
hats and seems very caring in 
nature although is much more 
reserved than Stefan.  

Stefan seems to really adore his 
sister and leads her in lots of 
imaginative games and adven-
tures. He is doing well at nursery 
and has a gift for making people 
laugh will his little comments 
about things. We feel really lucky 
to have them as they are so 
much fun! 


