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News from the Greggs

Serving with Mercy Ships on the MV Africa Mercy in Newcastle.

Work re-starts to complete the Africa Mercy!

Dear Friends,

We have good news!
Loans have Dbeen
agreed and contracts
signed so that the ship-
yard work can continue
on the Africa Mercy
(AFM) in its current port
here on the Tyne. It is
quite amazing. We hope
that the work will be
completed by the end of
October. This will be
followed by sea trials,
moving on board and
setting up home, safety
training and loading with
supplies. God willing, we
will be ready to ready to

sail for West Africa at
the end of March. It is
really heartening to see
all the activity on board
now with dozens of ship-
yard workers busy cut-
ting, grinding and weld-
ing the metal ship in
preparation for her new
vocation as a hospital
ship and home to a
whole community.

A team has recently re-
turned from Ghana and
reported a favourable
reception by the port
authorities, government
officials and health de-
partments. The AFM will

spend 5 months in the !

port of Tema followed by
5 months in Takoradi
next year providing our
usual healthcare ser-
vices and various devel-
opment projects in part-
nership with local initia-
tives.

We face the next 12
months with both hope
and reservation. Thank

you for partnering with

us as we serve...

With love from

Vicki and Chris xx

Stefan and Rebekah

Stefan and Rebekah
continue to thrive and
have lots of friends the
same age amongst the
AFM crew. It's hard to
believe that Rebekah
will be a year old at the
end of this month.

Stefan is a ‘verbal proc-
essor - he never stops
talking and commenting

on things. Rebekah fol-
lows in his footsteps by
being a performer too,
she loves ‘singing’ and
dancing. She is now on
the move, tottering eve-
rywhere with a big smile
on her face. They both
bring us a lot of happi-
ness.

We have a new addition

to the family, Flopsy the
rabbit, who lives in our
garden. She is actually
only on loan for 3
months (just as well, as |
don’t think she would be
a very good sailor).
Stefan takes his respon-
sibility for feeding and
watering her very seri-
ously and really loves
her. It is wonderful for
him to have a pet for a
while.
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Last month Rebekah
was christened at our
local parish church
which was a special oc-
casion for us. Rebekah
looked like a little angel
and loved all the atten-
tion.
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Vicki’s doings

Stefan and Rebekah
keep me fully occupied
but | do wish sometimes
that | was more directly
involved with the work on
the ship. However, | am
also savouring the ex-
perience of living a
‘normal’ life on land with
my babies. | spend quite
a bit of time with other
crew families and have
also enjoyed meeting
local Mums and Dads on
a parenting course. | do
the occasional presenta-
tion for Mercy Ships and
my main other focus at
the moment is to get fit. |
have registered to run a
half-marathon, the ‘Great

North Run’ to raise
money for lifejackets for
the AFM. Such is my en-
thusiasm, | have even
persuaded Chris to do it
too! Stefan is a bit bewil-

Other Mercy Ship News

Mercy Ships Interna-
tional distributed six fish-
ing boats and outboard
motor engines to tsunami
affected fishermen in
easterm Sri Lanka. Soi
far, 45 fishermen of the
area have been identified
for the distribution of fish-
ing boats and outboard
engines. There is great
hope that after the AFM
has been completed,
fundraising will begin to
purchase the Asia Mercy.

The first VVF surgeries
have been performed on
land by Mercy Ships in
Sierra Leone. The new

fistula clinic had some
opposition from the local
community just before it
was due to open, but
now women are receiv-
ing surgeries to restore
their continence and re-
turn their dignity and self-
respect.

The Anastasis contin-
ues her work in the war
torn nation of Liberia. It
has been a hard slog for
the crew, particularly as
the air-conditioning on
board broke down and
temperatures reached
near dangerous levels.
Many lives have been

A story from the archives...

dered by our sudden
burst of energy — when
Chris came back hot and
sticky from running today
he remarked ‘Daddy,
you’ve been in the oven!

touched by the opera-
tions, education and de-
velopment projects.
Bringing safe water and
helping with sanitation
are 2 of the great needs
and the ‘watsan’ team
are hoping to teach and
build over 100 latrines
and clean and repair dis-
used wells. A construc-
tion team is also re-
building a school de-
stroyed in the recent con-
flict. Further outreaches
are planned in Liberia as
the need for our services
there is so great. Next
month the Anastasis will
sail to South Africa for
work in shipyard.

As we wait for the next step of
our ministry in Africa to begin,
it is good to look back at
something we were involved
with during our time with the
Anastasis in Sierra Leone.

When Momoh was 9 months
old, he had a tumour removal
operation on the Anastasis in
Freetown. Before the opera-
tion, he weighed 16%lbs, and

after the operation about
11lbs. The surgery not only
changed his appearance, it
saved his life.

Momoh’s mother said through
a translator ‘It's like | was car-
rying a load and somebody
just took the load’

The name Momoh means
‘Thank you’. This is our vision,
to help take the burden from

Lifejackets

If you would like to
help Vicki and Chris to
raise funds for lifejack-
ets for the Africa
Mercy please contact

us. We will need
about 500 marine
regulation lifejackets

for the crew, children
and patients of the
ship — infant, child
and adult, sized. They
cost around £25 each.
We also welcome indi-
vidual sponsorship for
the Great North Run
half-marathon. Please
make any cheques

payable to Mercy
Ships and send them
to us please.

OUR ADDRESS

Vicki and Chris Gregg
29 Elmfield Road
Hebburn

South Tyneside
NE31 2DY

Tel: 0191 483 4277
chris@greggs.org
vicki@greggs.org

those who suffer. Thank you for helping
us to be able to do this.



